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bristolbathcreative.org

Bristol+Bath Creative R+D offers a suite of
support to the region’s businesses, creatives,
artists and thinkers to experiment with

new and emerging technologies, conduct
research, and develop prototype products and
experiences to share with the public.

We are contributing to the development of
Bristol and Bath’s thriving creative economy by
supporting a socially responsible environment
for innovation that is inclusive and sustainable,
which puts people first, and is underpinned by
careful research.
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Our team is drawn from the universities of UNE Bristol, Bath,

Bath Spa, and Bristol, and from Watershed, a Bristol-based cuIturaI
organisation focussed on talent
creative technolog

We have be
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Our Values

partners as
co-commissioners
and co-designers of
challenges; helping
companies to deliver
their values in order to
create value.

(
X
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@ X
Co-creation Inclusivity
Bring in users and Be inclusive:

developing new models
for sustainable cluster
growth and tackling
societal and grand
challenges for the
widest benefit.

_@ BRISTOL+BATH
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Sharing

Sharing outcomes
wherever possible:
maximising learning and
impact for the whole
cluster.

Creativity

Be as creative as we
can be in all that we

do: helping to raise the
ambitions of our cluster
at every stage.

Our Story so far | 4




Our journey so far...

Supported 43

new prototype products and
experiences

Enabled
£1.7 million

in further investment across 29 of our companies

Made 90
investments
in Research +
Development

across Bristol + Bath

Published 194

written outputs

Developed 78 formal collaborations

between new and established companies like BBC R&D, Future
Publishing, Audible, Sennheister and more...

Supported

06

Pathfinder Fellows to
conduct their own research,
and work collaboratively.

Shared our research in

211 public appearances
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Connected Funded

businesses

via events,
networking, and
collaborations

to make brand new
ideas a reality

businesses

formed to carry forward the work our companies
started with us.
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Our Process

We support artists, creative businesses both big and small, third
sector organisations, and academic researchers from across
Bristol and Bath to explore the creative possibilities offered by
new and emerging technologies.

We do this via themed deep-dives which we call ‘Pathfinders’ in
which participants take part in a scheme of workshops, events

and collaborative research, and receive business advice, talent Research +
development support, and funding to share their investigations. Exploration
We then offer funding for creatives to turn new ideas into Fellows and Industry Pertners

explore and pose various questions
through research outputs

prototype creative products or experiences.

Fellows are
selected

8Fellows are selected:

§ 2 New Talent, 2 Industry,
% 2 Inclusion +2 Academic
T,
%,
Y,
$
Ve, W
S N
N
\ Call out
for Fellows

Anopen call for fellows to
engage with and explore
the chosen pathfinder topic
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Sharing +
showcasing

Showcasing research and
prototypes as well as being
offered business development
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Our Activity

1

Digital
Placemaking

considers how
digital technology
can deepen our
relationship with
public places

9, @ BRISTOL+BATH

2

Expanded
Performance

explores the
concept of liveness
and togetherness
enabled by new
technologies for
theatre and live
music

& @ CREATIVE R+D @Bristol_BathRD % bristolbathcreative.org

4

Creative
Ecologies

investigates
creativity as
a networked,

connected practice,

not something that
happens in isolation

3)

H.ere +
There

explores how being
locally rooted allows
us to understand
ourselves as part of
an interconnected
global network
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Placemaking

s visitors around

Bristol & Bath City Centre, highlighting influential music stories for
the areas. The tour is accessed natively on a smartphone browser
and is free for all, offering an immersive, accessible guide to the

city for music lovers.
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Funded Project
breathing.s

Breathing.systems is
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Inclusive Practice

Since it was formed, Bristol+Bath Creative R+D has been tackling
questions and ideas on how to make the creative technology
community of Bristol and Bath a more inclusive space to think,
make, and do.

As a team we have been asking big questions about, what we mean
by ‘inclusion’in the first place, and who we are trying to be inclusive
of. This involves looking at ourselves, too, and we have also been
reflecting on how B+B R+D is governed, who applies for our research
and prototype call outs, and who joins our cohorts.

So far we have:

= supported Inclusion Fellows to work alongside Industry Partners,
and Prototype teams to bring diverse perspectives to the work
we support in our Pathfinders.

= engaged in community mapping and experimented with new
recruitment practices, both for our funding opportunities and for
staff recruitment.

= |aunched State of Play, an ongoing data gathering process to
understand who we are as a cluster. The findings from this data
have influenced the design of many aspects of this programme.
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Funded Projects:

Connecting Bath

Stephen Hilton the founder of Bristol Futures Global Ltd and an
Industry Fellow from Digital Placemaking. Since joining B+B R+D
Stephen has altered his business model to expand his business
into Bath. He created Bath Global Futures as a subsidiary of City
Global Futures and was able to hire a new member of staff.

He has since worked on additional research with Bath looking at
5G development in the city. An expert on Smart Cities, Stephen
has researched on Digital Twins for the City of Bath and digital
breadcrumbs left by the City of Bristol.
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Image Credit: City Global Futures
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Funded Projects:
Celestial

Celestial are the natural successor of fireworks, this company
uses sustainably charged drones to light up the night sky for
performances. With funding from Bristol + Bath Creative R+D’s
Trailblazer scheme, Celestial were awarded £10,000 to research
and develop a printed circuit board, this has allowed them to have
direct remote control of their fleet of 300 drones. This funding
opened up the creative potential of their technology and will
enhance their shows which are currently only pre-programmed.

Featured performances: Glow in the Park Frome England, Eden
Project COP26 in England, Amnesty International Freedom Flight
a global collaborative film.
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Our Way of Working

Our approach to supporting R&D is based on the belief that
the development of creative ideas, businesses, and talent
happens best when diverse networks of people, organisations,
institutions, and places are supported to collaborate.

Our process for enabling this to happen uses workshops,
investment, consultations, and networking to produce a platform
for R&D. This platform supports academics, thinkers, creatives,
makers, and community stakeholders to explore things that
matter to them. This work happens across all strands of our work,
from our Pathfinders to our academic research. We make sure all
parts of our programme are in dialogue, so findings from one area
of our network can help to inform, iterate, and build new ideas in
another part.

This leads to all sorts of anticipated and unexpected outcomes,
from new collaborations and products, to social, cultural, and
economic impacts.
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Inclusive
Practice

Responsible
Innovation

Investigating and exploring through six
overlapping research strands

Future
Creative
Technology

Audiences

Changing
Economies

Container

Showcasing r
Magazine

content

Creating dialogues, developing
networks & showcasing

Hopeful
Futures
Programme

New Talent
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Fellowship
and prototype
funding offer
support

.0

X

¢

Bristol + Bath
Creative R+D

Outputs drive
dialogues,
relationships
and new
interest areas

Enables
delivery of

products, new
innovations

and services

R+D investment, workshops and prototyping
delivered through six strands with inclusive
and accessible practice throughout

Inclusion Action Research

Digital Expanded Amplified Here + Th
Placemaking Performance Publishing F?;shfind(ee:e
Pathfinder Pathfinder Pathfinder

Creative Ecologies
Pathfinder

Creative
producing
facilitates

discovery +
networked

support
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Container Magazine

One of our core offerings, Container is an online magazine focused
on creative technology. Aiming to avoid the ‘techno-heroic’
narratives, instead Container raises up a multiplicity of voices -
ones that question, dissent and explore.

Publishing b issues of the magazine so far topics include whether
Virtual Reality might help us grieve, the environmental cost of
streaming, poetry and deepfakes, censorship and obscenity in
gaming, and how online spaces are being used to build solidarity
for precarious migrants, undocumented individuals, asylum
seekers and refugees.
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Our Cohort

Rethinking
Structures
15 Imagination
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1 Am Echoborg Scholars ) Climate Freedom
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Consultancy Future, Now 4 Partner
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House VR \ // Futures Seminars
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Bristol Arts
Channel \\ DEVELOPMENT
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Binary ECOLOGIES
Recycled
Shoes
Storytime Tipi
While We
Recording Live Are Apart

Theatre

Gathering 1 Artist

Commission
Poppy Nash

Moss

Future

Leaders

International
Lab

Everylhing is
usie 4 product
Development
Grants

The Lantern
Room

International

Ideas Festival

nARratives
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UNIVERSITY OF
BATH

1 Social
Media and
Marketing Intern

Bath Digtial
Twin
Research

Publishing
Innovation
Over The
Next10
Years

DIGITAL
PLACEMAKING

Stupid Cities

Understanding
Technology
Research

Create Lab /
Real World
Research

Everything s Narrative
4 Prototypes Mosic And
Emerging Connecting
8 Research Tech Group Bath 56

Readiness
Report

Fellows

Create Lab /
The Egg
Theatre

Research

Popmap
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UNIVERSITY
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Energy

Tech

Embodiment
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Environment

UNIVERSITY OF

Embodied
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Of Remote
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Consumption
R+D

Processing
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10 Reflect
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PERFORMANCE
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Meanwhile

Creative
Futures:
Place And
Presence

RESEARCH
PROJECTS

AMPLIFIED
PUBLISHING

Creative

8 Research

Fellows

Breathing.
Systems

Workforce For
The Future

Alternatives
At Scale

4 Residencies

3 Online / Social
Media Events

6 ISSUES OF
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MAGAZINE

10 Research
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3 Lost Horizon
Prototypes
~
Stormjar
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Challenge

Create Lab /

The Old Vic
Research

Audience

Paper Nations .
Evaluation

Climate
Emergencies
Research

Liveness And
Embodiment
Understanding In Post Covid
Audiences

Research

UWE
Research
Fellows

Covid-19
Resilience

Research
Channel 4 +

Bristol

Liminal
Routes

Covid-19 Micro

Business Impact

Future Places
Toolkit

Alternative
Business
Models
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Our Final Year

As we enter our final year, we’ve still got so much happening:

= QOur Here + There Pathfinder will connect the
creative clusters of Bristol and Bath to international
collaborations through a programme of talent
development, research exchange and business
development. We're already working with creatives
in Durban, Lagos, and Seoul and there’s more
collaborations in the pipeline.

= Qur work on building equitable and positive tomorrows
for our creative ecosystem will continue as part of our
Hopeful Futures programme. We'll be sharing even
more of our learning about everything from making
the creative sector more environmentally aware to
understanding audience experience in immersive
experiences.

= We'll be widening our Inclusion Action-Research
further. We have been reflecting on how B+B R+D is
governed, who applies for our research and prototype
call outs, and who joins our cohorts. Now we've
launched funding calls for paid contributions to help
gather more insights into these areas from other
organisations and individuals.

2xg gg%i¥%b€5§{g @Bristol_BathRD  bristolbathcreative.org

We’ll be showcasing all the amazing things made by
our network of businesses, artists, technologists,
practitioners and thinkers across Autumn 2022. With
activities planned in Bristol, Bath and further abroad,
we’ve got great work to share.

Finally, we will be taking our core approaches and
principles, research, and learning onwards into
new projects, to stakeholders, and policy makers, to
advocate for sustainable change in our sector.
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Want to follow our journey?

Follow us on Twitter

(@Bristol_BathRD

Connect with us on LinkedIn
Bristol + Bath Creative R+D

Visit our website and sign up to our newsletter
www.bristolbathcreative.org
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